
 Ohio Manufactured Homes Commission 
February 17, 2016 

10:00 AM 
5100 Parkcenter Avenue, Suite 103 

Dublin, Ohio 43017 
 
 
 
 
Members Present      Commission Staff 
 
Ron Younkin, Chair      Janet M. Williams, Executive Director 
Evan Atkinson, Vice Chair         Angel Legge, Program Administrator 
Regina Hanshaw      Terry Swackhammer, Inspector/Investigator  
Tom Rehrig       Gary Whitaker, Inspector/Investigator 
Rodney Hemming 
Eric Zgodzinski      Legal Counsel 
Marlene Knopsider       

Christie Limbert, AAG     
 
        

Members Absent      Guests  
      
None        Warren Connolly, OCIB 
        Andrea Reichman, OMHA 
        Elaine Gauck, Lake Terrace Park, Inc 
        Rick Helsinger, City of Fairfield Building Dept 
 
 
 
         
Call to Order  
 
The meeting was called to order at 10:05 AM by Ron Younkin. 
 
Roll Call 
 
All Commissioners were present with Rodney Hemming arriving at 10:25am. 
 
Swearing in of Evan Atkinson, Retailer Representative Seat 
Christie Limbert, AAG performed the swearing in of the newest Commissioner Evan Atkinson. 
 
Swearing in of Marlene Knopsider, Installer Seat 
Christie Limbert, AAG performed the swearing in of the newest Commissioner Marlene Knopsider. 
 
Swearing in of Regina Hanshaw, BBS Representative Seat 
Christie Limbert, AAG performed the swearing in of the returning Commissioner Regina Hanshaw. 
 
 
 
 



Election of Officers 
 
Action: Tom Rehrig made a motion to nominate Ron Younkin as Chair of the Commission. Motion was 
seconded by Eric Zgodzinski. No other nominations were received. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Action: Tom Rehrig made a motion to nominate Evan Atkinson as Vice-Chair of the Commission. Motion was 
seconded by Eric Zgodzinski. No other nominations were received. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
Approval of the Minutes 
 
Ron Younkin asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the December 17, 2015 meeting. 
 
Action:  A motion was made by Regina Hanshaw to approve the minutes from the December 17, 2015 meeting. 
The motion was seconded by Tom Rehrig.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Public Comment 
 
Rick Helsinger from the City of Fairfield Building Department spoke in regards to building department’s 
jurisdiction within manufactured home communities. He stated his department was getting bombarded with 
requests for permits for additions to homes within the communities in his area. He stated he was unsure of the 
setbacks and guidelines that were to be followed in regards to those room additions. He also wanted 
clarification on other items that may be under their jurisdiction. There was some concern from their local 
prosecutor that the building department no longer had jurisdiction over anything within a manufactured home 
community. Janet Williams explained to Mr. Helsinger that the building department in fact did still have 
jurisdiction over any structures built on site within a manufactured home community. She also gave him the 
setback diagrams and rules to aid in permitting additions made to homes. Tom Rehrig also reminded him that 
all structures built on site must be freestanding as well as self-supporting. When the home was manufactured, 
the roof load and electrical and heating and cooling system was designed to support the home in its original 
form. Any additions are above and beyond the roof load, electrical and heating/cooling capacity. Therefore, any 
additions must also be self-supporting for electrical and heating and cooling needs as well.   
 
Executive Director’s Report 
 
Janet Williams informed the Commission of the resignation of Tim Apel effective immediately. Mr. Apel has 
sold all his manufactured home communities and therefore is no longer a community owner. He does not meet 
the requirements to hold a seat on the Commission as a Community Owner Representative. Ms. Williams has 
already contacted the OMHA and requested a replacement be named for that seat.  
 
Janet Williams presented a list of two (2) applicants for salesperson licenses that met the requirements for a 
salesperson’s license.  
 
Action: A motion was made by Evan Atkinson and seconded by Tom Rehrig to approve the two (2) salesperson 
applicants listed on the ratification list pending the results of the fingerprinting. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Janet Williams presented a list of two (2) applicants for a dealer’s license that met the requirements for a 
dealer’s license. 
 
Action: A motion was made by Tom Rehrig and seconded by Eric Zgodzinski to approve the two (2) dealer  
applicants listed on the ratification list pending receiving the missing documents from Bayshore. The motion 
passed unanimously. 



Janet Williams presented a list of one (1) applicant for an installer’s license that met the requirements for an 
installer’s license.  
 
Action: A motion was made by Tom Rehrig and seconded by Eric Zgodzinski to approve the one (1) applicant 
for an installer’s license listed on the ratification list pending the passing of the exam. The motion passed 
unanimously.  
 
Inspectors Report 
 
Gary Whitaker presented the update on the Community Complaints Resolved. Numbers show that there has 
been an increase in complaints resolved since last meeting. No other abnormalities were noted. 
 
Budget Report  
 
Janet Williams presented the update on the budget as of the current date. Total expense for FY16 to date is 
$562,295 and total revenue to date is $909,433.80.  
 
MOU’s for Community Inspections  
 
All MOU’s have been sent out to the LHD’s and TPA’s that conducted inspections in the past. 64 of the 66 
LHD’s have returned the MOU’s signed. We are working on contacting the 2 that have not responded. All the 
TPA’s but one have responded. We are working on contacting them as well.  
 
Community Inspections for 2015 
 
All community inspections for 2015 have been completed. 1287 inspections have been followed up on, 
completed and closed. 312 inspections are in various stages of follow up.  
 
Community Renewal Report 
 
1418 renewal applications for park license have been completed. There are 44 applications in various stages of 
the renewal process. There are 120 communities that have failed to return their application or make contact with 
our office. We have 1 newly discovered community that we are working on getting renewed and 7 communities 
that have failed to renew since 2012. Those 7 communities are currently in the process of being turned over to 
the local courts for action. 
 
When the renewal applications were mailed out, a questionnaire was enclosed in regards to vacant sites, 
abandoned homes and inventory homes in each community. The information that was supplied from the 
community owners has been compiled onto a sheet and is in each folder for review. This information was 
obtained at the request of the Auditor’s Association to determine the impact of the number of abandoned homes 
in Ohio.  
 
Engineered Drawings 
 
Gary Whitaker presented the recent changes made to the engineered drawings for use by installers and 
homeowners. Despite attempts made to reach out to the architect, he has not completed the revisions as 
requested and further stated that he was no longer willing to work on the project. The drawings will be sent to a 
different firm for further revisions.  
 
 
 



 
Mods In Communities 
 
The informal opinion from the AG’s office is almost complete. It will be sent out to all Commissioners within 
the week. AAG Limbert did inform the Commission that the summary of the opinion is that Chapter 4781 of the 
ORC does not authorize the Commission to stop Mods from being installed in communities. This topic will be 
discussed further once the opinion has been received and reviewed by the Commissioners.  
 
Proponent Testimony for SB 273 
 
Janet Williams informed the Commission of the testimony presented to the General Assembly in regards to the 
amendments presented to the abandoned home law. One of the concerns presented by the General Assembly is 
the step in stating the value of the home. Our agency is also working to introduce a new law that will provide us 
the jurisdictional authority to condemn and force the removal of abandoned homes that pose a life or safety 
hazard to the community. A few additions were made that should clarify this process. The changes are with the 
lobbyist and awaiting the next step.  
 
Interactive Permit Application for Installation 
 
Marlene Knopsider stated that she would like to see the applications for permits be available online which 
would be more user friendly. It was explained that each agency uses their own application. We will reach out to 
inspection agencies to get their thoughts and opinions on a global form.  
 
New Installation Course Through MHEI 
 
MHEI notified the Commission they were developing a new course for the installer’s/inspector’s test. Gary and 
Terry will take the course and compare it to the previous one as well as confirm it will be meet the requirements 
per Ohio law.  
 
Manufactured Home Being Used as an Office in a Community 
 
A community in Clermont County recently received a violation from the Clermont County Building Department 
stating that the manufactured home they were using must be permitted by Clermont County Building 
Department and follow their laws and ordinances because they changed the use of occupancy by using it as an 
office.  
 
Our agency reached out to the Board of Building Standards for confirmation of our interpretation of Chapter 
3781 ORC which states that when a home is used as an office to promote the sale/rental of similar units, it is 
exempt from the Ohio Residential or Commercial Building Code. The BBS Code Committee met on January 
14, 2016 and confirmed that using manufactured homes in communities as offices meets the exemption in the 
Ohio Residential Code. The Clermont County Building Department was informed by the BBS of their view on 
the matter. Clermont County Building Department informed the BBS, our agency and the park operator they 
were not rescinding the violation and they were moving forward with action.  
 
On-Site Construction Rule 
 
Janet Williams presented a summary drafted by Mary Gaiski with the PA Manufactured Housing Association in 
regards to the new On Site Construction and Inspection Rule presented by HUD. HUD may delay the 
implementation of the rule which will be decided at a later date.  
 
 



 
 
 
Unlicensed Communities 
 
Staff met with AAG Limbert and Regina Hanshaw to discuss the requirements needed to pursue communities 
that have failed to renew their license to operate. The staff will put the cases together and forward to the AG’s 
office.  
 
OMHC Newsletter 
 
The latest newsletter was placed in the packet for the Commissioners’ review. Angel Legge was congratulated 
on a job well done with the newsletter. 
 
Contracts 
 
Certified building departments will now be required to sign annual contracts similar to the Third Party 
Agencies. There are procedural and policy requirements that are outlined in the contract that building 
departments need to be aware of.  
 
The contract for the Hearing Officer was reviewed. 
 
Action: Eric Zgodzinski made a motion to accept the contract for the Hearing Officer through June 30, 2017 up 
to $5000.00. Rodney Hemming seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously.  
 
Rule Revision 
 
Per the Commission’s instruction, Warren Connolly submitted language change for possible rule revision to 
address the electrical jurisdictional line. Regina Hanshaw will present the language to the BBS for their review 
and comments.  
 
Approval for Out of State Trip 
 
Janet Williams requested permission to attend the 2016 National Congress and Expo for Manufactured 
Housing.  
 
Action: Eric Zgodzinski made a motion to approve Janet Williams attending the 2016 National Congress and 
Expo for Manufactured Housing. Motion was seconded by Evan Atkinson and passed unanimously. 
 
MHARR Production Year End 2015 
 
The most recent article in regards to manufactured home production was given to the Commission members. 
 
Passing of Frank Barber 
 
Janet Williams informed the Commission of the passing of installer Frank Barber.  
 
Imperial II, Solar Lamp Post 
 
Janet Williams stated there was an informational sheet in the packet discussing a solar lamp post that may be 
beneficial to communities.  



 
 
 
 
New Business 
 
Janet Williams informed the Commission of the upcoming CE class scheduled for February 24, 2016. 
 
AG Limbert informed the Commission that she can provide a Sunshine Law refresher course to the board. She 
felt that it may be a good idea considering all the new members that have been added to the Commission. The 
Commissioners agreed that it would be a good idea. AG Limbert stated she will give the presentation at the next 
Commission meeting.  
 
Adjournment:  
 
Action: Motion to adjourn made by Tom Rehrig and seconded by Eric Zgodzinski. The motion passed 
unanimously. Meeting ended at 2:08pm. 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted and certified by Executive Director, Janet M. Williams 
 
 
 
 
___________________________________   ________________________________ 
Janet M. Williams      Ron Younkin 
Executive Director      Chair 
Ohio Manufactured Homes Commission   Ohio Manufactured Homes Commission 
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